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REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed August 24, 2005 has been carefully reviewed and the foregoii^ 
amendment has been made in consequence thereof. 

Claims 1*20 are now pending in this application. Claim 14 is withdrawn. Claims 1-13 
and 15-20 stand rqected. 

Initially, Applicants note that the Office Action summary indicated Claims 1-13 and 15- 
20 as being allowed* However, from the Office Action detail, it is apparent (bat the Claims were 
intended to be indicated as rejected and the Office Action is respoxKled to accordingly. 

The rejection of Claims 1 , 2, 6, 7, 16, and 19 under 35 U^.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by either Brucken et aL (Brucken) (US. Patent No. 3,603,1 18) or O^Connell et bL 
(O'Coondl) Patent No. 4,848,105) is respectfully traversed. 

Bnickm describes a tub assembly for a clothes washer (10) that includes an outer tub 
assembly or water container (12) and an inner tub assembly or spin tub ( 1 4). The out^ tcA 
assembly is mounted on a suspension system support plate ( 1 6), The inner tub nested wifliin the 
outer tub and includes an inner tub (1 10) having an outwardly tapered outer side wall (1 12). The 
outer wall is formed with inwardly directed tub scniW>ing ribs (1 20) spaced eiglit degrees spsxi. 
The tub libs taper in a vertical direction merging smoothly with the sidewall of the inner tiib. 

0*CoimelI describes a washing machine (10) including n outer tub (18) for containing 
washing fluid A spin tub (44) is mounted about the axis of a drive tube (38) and includes a 
vertically extending , generally cylindrical side wall (46) which may have an outward taper 
toward the upper ea± The spin tub may also be provided widi flutes or ribs (48) extending 
vertically at spaced locations to provide stiffness. 

Claim 1 recites a basket for a washing machine, said basket including ^a body comprising 
an outer wall and at least one rib extending radially inward from said wall, said rib comprising at 
least a first portion having a first cross section and a second portion having a second cross 
section, said second cross section different fiom said first cross section, said wall including a 

6 



PAGE 10/16 ' RCVD AT 11/23/2006 6:47:27 PM [Eastern Standard Tbne] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/26 « DNiS:2738300 * CSID:3146215065 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-66 



11/23/2005 17:50 FAX 3146215065 



11011/016 



9D-HR-19408 
PATENT 

plurality of apertures therethrough, said apertures arranged in single vertically aligned columns 
between adjacent ribs'*. 

Neither Brucken nor OTonnell describe or suggest a washing machine basket as recited 
in Claim 1. More specifically, neitho* Brucken nor O'Cormell describe or suggest a basket 
having an outer wall including a plurality of apertures therethrough, wherein the apertures are 
arranged in single vertically aligned columns between adjacent ribs. Rather, Brucken describes a 
basket having a tub with tapered ribs. O'Connel! describes a spin tub with stiffening ribs. 
Neither Brucken nor O'Connell describe single rows of apertures between ribs. Accordingly, 
Claim 1 is submitted to be patentable over either Brucken or 0*ConnelL 

Claim 2 depends fiiom indep^dent Claim 1 , When the recitations of Claun 2 are 
considered in combination with the recitations of Claim 1, Applicants submit that depradent 
Claim 2 is likewise patentable over either Brucken or O'Connell. 

Claim 6 recites a washing machine basket including **an outer wall; a plurality of ribs 
projecting radially inwardly 6rom said outer wall, each said rib comprising a first end and a 
second end« said first end projecting a first radial distance from said outer wall, said second end 
projecting a second radial distance from said outer wall, said first radial distance less than said 
second radial distance; and a plurality of apertures formed in said outer wall, said apertures 
arranged in single vertically aligned columns between adjacmt ribs**. 

Neither Biucken nor 0*Connell describe or suggest a washing machine basket as recited 
in Claim 6. More specifically, neither Brucken nor 0*Cormell describe or suggest a bask^ 
having an outer wall including a plurality of apertures formed in the outer wall, wherein tiie 
q>ertures are arranged in single vertically aligned columns between adjacent ribs. Rather, 
Brucken describes a basket having a tub with tapered ribs. 0*Coruiell describes a spin tub wifli 
stiffenmg ribs. Neither Bracken nor 0*Connell describe single rows of apertures between ribs. 
Accordingly, Claim 6 is submitted to be patentable over either Brucken or O'ConnelL 

Claim 7 depends from independent Claim 6. When the recitations of Claim 7 are 
considered in combination with the recitations of Claim 6, Applicants submit that dependent 
Claim 7 is likewise patoitable over either Brucken or 0*CormelL 
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Claim 16 recites A washing machine basket including "a subslantially cylindrical outer 
wall and a plurality of inwardly projecting ribs depending therefinom, each said rib comprising: a 
first portion having a first radially extending height from said outer wall and a first tangential 
width; and a second portion having a second radially extending height firom said outer wall and a 
second tangential width, said first height less than said second hdgbt, said first width greater 
than said second width, wherein, said outer wall includes a plurality of apertures therethrou^, 
said q)erture8 airangpd in single vertically aligned columns between adjacent ribs". 

Neither Brucken nor O^Connell describe or suggest a washing machine basket as recited 
in Claim 16. More specifically, neither Bnicken nor OXonnell describe or suggest a bask^ 
having an outer wall including a plurality of apertures therethrough, wherein the apeitures are 
arranged in single vertically aligned columns between adjacent ribs. Rather, Bnicken describes a 
basket having a tub with tapered ribs. O'Coraiell describes a ^in tub with stiffening ribs. 
Neither Brucken nor O'Connell describe single rows of apertures between ribs* Accordingly, 
Claim 16 is submitted to be patentable over either Brucken or O'Connell. 

Claim 19 recites a washing machine including ''a cabinet; and abasket routably mounted 
in said cabinet, said basket comprising an outer wall and a plurality of radially inwardly 
projecting ribs extending from said outer wall, said ribs having a varying width betweoi ends 
thereof; said basket fivther including a plurality of apotures (hereOuought said ^ertures 
arranged in single vertically aligned columns between ad[jacent libs^. 

Neither Brucken nor O'Connell describe or suggest a washing machine as recited in 
Claim 19. More specifically, neither Brucken nor O'Connell describe or suggest a washing 
machine including a basket including a plurality of 2q>ertures theiethiou^ wherein the apertures 
are arranged in single vertically aligned columns between adjacent ribs. Ratfier, Bracken 
describes a basket having a tub with tapered ribs. O'Connell describes a ^in tub with stiffening 
ribs. Neither Brucken nor O^Connell describe single rows of apertures between ribs. 
Accordingly, Claim 1 9 is submitted to be patentable over either Brucken or O'Connell. 

For at least the reasons set forth above, Applicants respectfiUIy request that the Section 
102 rejection of Claims 1 , 2, 6, 7, 16, and 19 be withdrawn. 
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The lejectioD of Claims 3 and 1 3 under 35 U.S.C § 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Bnicken or O^Connell in view of Josselyn (U.S. Patent No. 913,506) is respectfully traversed. 

Bmcken and O'Connell are described above. Josselyn describes a washing machine 
including a receptacle (1 ) and a removable closure (2) which together constitute an inclosing 
boiler. A shaft (3,) to which an operating crank is attached, extends through ttie boiler to rotate a 
cylinder (6) within the boiler. A retaining band or strip (13) is provided ibr stifiening or 
strengthening the cylinder. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the Section 103 rejection of the presently pending 
claims is not a proper rejection. As is well established, obviousness cannot be established by 
combining the teachings of the cited art to pioduce Ae claimed invoition^ absent some leaching, 
suggestion, or incentive supporting the combination. None of Brucfcoi, 0*Conndl or Josselyn., 
oonddcfed alone or in combination, describe or suggest the claimed combination. 

To establl^ prima facie obviousness of a claimed invention, all the claim limitations 
must be taught or suggested by the prior art. ta re Royka^ 490 F,2d 981, 1 80 USPQ 580 (CCTA 
1974), In ttie present case> none of Bmcken, O'Connell, or Josselyn, considered alone or in 
combination describe or suggest a basket for a clothes washer that includes a apertures vertically 
aligned in single columns between adjacent vertically extending ribs. 

Josselyn is dted for its teaching of a support band in a washing machine. The Josselyn 
q>paiatu8 includes a band that holds a number of rods or wires in a cylindrical airangement. The 
iq>paratU6 in no way relates to contemporary washers. Thus, no motivation can be diown in the 
referenced themselves for combining the references. For these reas<»is alone. Applicants 
respectfiilly request that the Section 103 rejection be withdrawn. 

Nevertheless, Claim 3 depends fiom Claim 1 which recites a basket for a washing 
machine, said basket including "^a body comprising an outer wall and at least one rib extending 
radially inward from said wall, said rib comprising at least a first portion having a first cross 
section and a second portion having a second cross section, said second cross section different 
from saki first cross section, said wall including a plurality of apertures therethrough, said 
apertures arranged in single vertically aligned columns between adjacent ribs". 
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None of Bracken^ O'Connell, or Josselyn, oonsideTed alone or in combination, describe 
or suggest a washing madiine bask^ as recited in Claim 1 . More specifically^ none of Bnicken» 
O'Connelh or Josselyn^ considered alone or in combinadoo, describe or suggest a basket having 
an outer wall including a plurality of apertures thereihrough» wherein the apeituies are anrangad 
in single vertically aNgned columns between adjacent ribs. Rather, Bnicken describes a basket 
having a tub with tapped ribs. O'Connell describes a spin tub with stiffening ribs. Josselyn 
describes a strengthening band holding a plurality of rods in the form of a cylinder. Accordingty, 
Claim 1 is submitted to be patentable over ddier Brucken in view of Josselyn or 0*Coimell in 
view of Josselyn. 

Claim 3 depends from independent Claim 1 . When the recitations of Claim 3 are 
considered in combination with the recitations of Claim I, Applicants submit that dependent 
Claim 3 is likewise patentable over either Bnicken in view of Jdsselyn or O^Connell in view of 
Josselyn. 

Claim 13 depends from Claim 1 0 which recites a washing machine basket inclvdiog '^an 
outer wall and a plurality of vertically extending ribs projectiiig radially inwardly firom said outer 
wall at a distance of about 0.395 to about 1.S inches* said outer wall including a plurality of 
apertures fheretfarougb, said qpertures arranged in single v^'cally aligned columns betweoi 
adjacent ribs'\ 

None of Brucken, O'Conncll, or Josselyn, considered alone or in combination^ describe 
or suggest a washing machine basket as recited in Claim 1 0. More specifically, none of 
Bnicken, O'Connell, or Josselyn, considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest a 
basket having an outer wail including a plurality of apertures ther^hrough, wherem the apertures 
are arranged in single vertically aligned columns between adjacent ribs. Rather, Brucken 
describes a basket having a tub with tapered ribs. O'Connell describes a spin tub with stiffening 
ribs. Josselyn describes a strengthening band holding a plurality of rods in the form of a 
cytinder. Accordingly, Claim 10 is submitted to be patentable over either Brucken in view of 
Josselyn or O'Connell in view of Josselyn. 
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Claim 13 depends from independent Claim 10. When the recitadons of Claim 13 are 
considered in combination with the recitadons of Claim 10. Applicants submit that dependent 
Claim 13 is likewise patentable over either Brucken in view of Josselyn or 0*ConnelI in view of 
Josselyn. 

For at least the reasons set fourth above. Applicants respectfully request that the section 
103 rejection of Claims 3 and 13 be withdrawiL 

The rejection of Claims 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10» 1 1, 12. IS, 17. 18. and 20 under 35 U.S.C § 103 
(a) as bemg unpatentable over either Brucken or O'Connell is respectfiilly traversed. 

Claims 4 and 5 depend from Claim 1 which is submitted to be patentable over eiCber 
Brucken or 0*Connell as indicated above. When the recitations of Claims 4 and 5 are 
considered in combination with the recitadons of Claim 1, Applicants submit that dq>endent 
Claims 4 and 5 are likewise patentable over either Bruckoi or O^ConnelL 

Claims 7. S, and 9 depend from Claim 6 which is submitted to be patentable over either 
Bmdcen or O'Coimell as indicated above. When the recitations of Claims 7, 8, and 9 are 
considered in combinadon i^th the recitations of Claim 6, Applicants submit that dependent 
Claims 7, 8. and 9 are likewise patentable over either Brucken or O'Connell. 

Claim 10 is submitted to be patentable over either Brucken or O'Connell in view of 
Josselyn as indicated above. Consequently, Claim 10 is also submitted to be patentable over 
either Brucken or O'ConnelK 

Claims 11, 12» and IS depend from independent Claim 10. When the recitations of Claim 
1 1, 12» and 15 are considered in combination with the recitations of Claim 10, Applicants submit 
that dq>endent Claim 1 1. 12, and 15 are likewise patoitable over either Biuckoi or O'Connell. 

Claims 17 and 18 depend from Claim 16 which is submitted to be patentable over either 
Bmckmor O'Conndl as indicated above. When the recitations of Claim 17 and 18 aie 
consid»ed in combination with the recitations of Claim 16, Applicants submit tiut dependent 
Claim 1 7 and 1 8 are likewise patentable ovet either Brucken or O'Connell. 
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dbdm 20 dq^ends from Claim 19 which is submitted to be patentable over cither Bracken 
or O'Connell as indiGated above. When Ac recitaticHis of daim 20 are consideied m 
cafwMnation wiOi the recitati<ms o f Claim 1 9, Applicants submit that depaideat Oaun 20 is 
likewiae patentable over dtfier Bnicken or O'Connell. 

For at least tte reasons set fourth above. Applicants respectfully request that the section 
103 r^ection of Claims 4. 5. 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1» 12, IS, 17, 18, and 20 be witbdrawn, 

h view of the fbragoing amendments and remaricsy all the claims now active in flus 
applicalion are bdieved to be in condition for allowance. Reoonsidflcati<m and ftvorable action 
is lespectfitlly solicited. 

RespcctfiiUy Submitted, 



RozeirwilHamsJr! ^ 
Registration No. 44^403 
ARMSTRONG TEASD ALE LLP 
One Metropolitan Square, Suite 2600 
St Louis, Afissouii 63102-2740 
(314)621-5070 
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